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Nine Defendants Indicted on Federal Drug Trafficking Charges

Portland, Ore. — A federal indictment ¢charging nine members of a
large-scale Salem-pased drug trafficking organization was unsealed
today in United States Distnict Court in Oregon. Eight of the individuals
charged were arrested and appeared today in U.S. District Court
tefore Magistrate Judge Donald C. Ashmanskas. Trial is scheduled for
March 11, 2008. The indictment was the result of a three-year
investigation of the organization, which is believed to be responsible
for transporting large amounts of cocaine and metnamphetamine both
nationally and internationally. State, local and federal law enforcement
agencies served over a dozen search warrants throughout the Salem,
Oregon area on January 6, 2008.

United States Attorney Karin J. Immergut stated. "The U.S. Attorney's
Office is dedicated to making Oregon an inhospitable place for drug
trafficking organizations to operate The diligence and relentless efforts
of the team of federal prosecutors ana federal, state and local law
enforcement working tcgether resulted in serious charges being
brought against nine members of this poly-drug trafficking conspiracy.

‘Drug dealers live with the knowledge that they will have to ‘pay now or
pay later,” stated Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agentin
Charge (SAC) Arnold R. Moorin. *It appears thal those involved in this
activity will have to cay now. The collaborative effort of federal, state,
and local law enforcement agencies has led to the arrest and
indictrment of more than 20 members of a highty sophisticated drug
trafficking network that had plagued this community far tco long The
results of this investigation have ultmately led to safer streets in our
communities and should send a message that drug dealers cannot
continue to do dusiness in this community without consequences and
without coming under the watchful eye of law enfarcement.”

Both U S. Attorney Immergut and SAC Moorin attributed the success
of the investigation to the collaborative effort of the United States
Attorney's Office. Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Immigration
& Customs Enforcement, Salem Police Department, Keizer Police
Department, Maricn County Sheriff's Office, Oregon State Police,
Marion County Meth Task Force, Polk County Interagency Narcotics
Team, U.S. Marshals Service. Internal Revenue Service — Criminal
Investigation Division, Bureau of Alcohol. Totacco and Firearms,
Partland Area Narcotics Investigations Team, Oregon Department of
Justice, and the Cregon HIDTA. Several other state and local law
enforcement agencies from numerous other jurisdictions also assisted
in the investigation.



The defendants each face a maximum penalty of life in prison and a
maximum fine of $4,000,000.

Numerous other individuals were arrested and are in state custody
while further investigaticn is being conducted.

An indictment is only an accusaticn of a crime. All defendants are
presumed innocent unless and untit proven guilty.

The case is being nprosecuted by Assistant U S Attorneys Jennifer
Martin and Geoffrey Barrow.



